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Tech Makeover

A gadget guru connects and streamlines one chaotic family.

by: Erika Milvy, from: AARP VIVA, Fall 2010
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GRANDMA

The situation

lizana and her husband Albert. 70, Tve In New Jersey, but stay and
cara far son Ale's 14-manth-cld taddlar, Max, n Carnacticut dur-
Ing the weak, Soon, lleara will nead to New Hampshire to care for
davghter Liza’s 5-manth-old baby, Kara

The wish list

lizana wants 10 2ot onboard with Twitter and teaing. And since
sne'll ba on abuela-melated travel she'd lke ta upgrada har fip
phone to a smart ghane 58 sha can check Facesook, 8-mall and
Skype from plaggrcuncs and her kids' hames

— Matt Heming High-Tech Prescription

AnZrada suggasts smart phonas
. with kage keyboards and front-
En espafiol | When she got her cell phone, lleana Hesquijarosa, facing webcams, lke Apple's
, : - ite - = iPnenes, for voice-chatting. Mo-
71, couldn't tell its *talk” from its “end call” button. Now she uses e R T R T
mail, Facebook and video chat to connect with her children and five Berry Curve 8520 can make
Sk ice calls, and pe To
grandchildren flung throughout the Northeast and relatives and Go"ﬂf,;,, for cm; x,m
friends in Cuba. Still, there's more she and the younger generations calls. A"tablot” o “slate” cam-
. X putar ‘wauld aliow bar to read
want to do—and more they can do within their budgets, says tech boaks, connect to TV and radic, share photos and use Facebook.
The Pad zcares her, but Ardrade says these devicas are hassle-
expert Jose Andrade, of Engadget en espafiol. Here he offers a e P e e e e
prescription for the whole family with an eye toward portable, wireless prices. Netbooks with webcama, tke Dell’s Mini 10 or an Asus Ece,

. are good chalzas. Finally, spring for a technical-support service.
and intuitive solutions.

KIDS GRANDKIDS

The situation

In Cenmecticus. Alex and Patty Hesqujaresa zhare an old H#
desktop computar atich Calen, 12, oftan hogs. Liza Hasguljere-
s and hur bustandg, Jos Lahncioef, am wss techrokog caly, with
fonr corgubiers for four peanle, ircluding a Baby,

The wish list

Patty ad Liza each want a terrific camera and a high-definition
camoorier to e for taking grast pcturss of thel: ke, Jos, an
thi ather bardd, lizees in hore sul Lian ang is

for & wiy Lo aoreoldate hs many ekctronics

PArerLs (ose porlatke pocket-
sirpd cameoedars, but Ane
drads SURRRSES Camaras
with good video and cagy
zharkkg capakilzies. With
ths Flip from Flp Video, a
tiry flash-drive devicn with
A poer=aal USH cornsctor, post-

@ videds Lo Facabock or YouTube & a beaae. Sharper In-
age’s ook alke U Video Camen is kess than Falf the Flip's price.
Kodak's EasyShare serkes helgs with tagging and sharirg pho-
tos. And wre'ess memory cards let you Eeam photos from al-
mest anywhere.

High-Tech Prescription
AN

For organizing Joe's colbct on of ewctronics, try uriversal re-
motas Bs Harmaony's. tha Philas Practizo SRUBOIS o the Socy
RIAVLEDO

The situation

Pt s S-yrar-aled grandcaudiier Balar vewc-chats, Caluts has
meee than 200 Facabook Trends and produces YouTube videcs,
and 12, 4, kwts pbaddsog. Max and Kara the jourgest, enjay
plafirg up ta tha camera when Skyping Grandma.

The wish list

Liza ksn's ready for her kids to have thair frst cell phenes, but zhe
Ikes the GFS features, which coud help ber beep up with thel
whersaboute, Ualuts an aspricg rock star, bs anging for s Mac vath
s ran g sofvears Sapabe il ses

High-Tech Prescription

For the parents, Ardeade says
tha Ineignia Litts Boddy Crild
Teacka bts them|ecatachid-an
vid SMart phanes o computers
For the kids, Andade supsests
touch-zceen ecucational toys
Iks Leapirog's Leapster Exploe-
wr, rwsenrruneme far chikdewn &
thicugh 9. Mot all experts agree.
*Trere's a 1on of products for
Mcks, hut nct a oz Dased on research” says Carly Shuler of the
Joan Ganz Cooney Canter at Sesame Werkshop. Budcing mus-
chan Caleb may not nesd Mac™s pricey Garage@and; he can cre-
ate or Microscft's ks expensve Sorgemith,

N el which Gearvdna car wateh Treen har P rsaw smart plens



